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The South American Andes resemble their North American
sisters in two other respects. The high mountain ridges enclose
several wide plateaux which form the natural confines for such
states as Bolivia or Ecuador. Furthermore there are very few con-
venient passes, so that the railway between the Argentine and
Chile, the only trans-Andean railway, has to climb to a height
which far surpasses that of Swiss mountain passes like the St Ber-
nard or the Gotthard ere it can bore its tunnels.
As for the mountains of the east, the Appalachians of South
America, they consist of the Guiana ridge in the north and the
Brazilian highlands in the east, each containing a number of in-
dep&dent sierras and serras of its own, and forming the remnants
of a much vaster range which was gradually cut in two by the
valley of the Amazon. Though not the longest river in the world
the Amazon takes care of more water than any other. It literally
has hundreds of branches, of which more than fifteen are as long
as the Rhine, while several others, such as the Madeira and the
Tapajos, are a'great deal longer.
North of the Guiana mountains there is another valley, that of
the Orinoco river. The Orinoco, which is actually connected with
the Amazon by way of the curious Rio Negro (imagine the Ohio
being part of the Mississippi and the Potomac at the same time!),
is much better suited to navigation than the Ajnazon. For it does
not have to break its way through the mountains just before it
reaches the sea, as the Amazon is obliged to do, and its mouth is
almost twenty miles wide, while the river itself, a terrific water-
carrier, maintains a steady depth of 300 feet for several hundred
miles inland, which is of great convenience to sea-going vessels.
As for the Parana, the north-south river of South America, on
the way to the sea it picks up the Paraguay and the Uruguay rivers
and then becomes the Rio de la Plata on which Buenos Aires, the
capital of the Argentine, is situated. Like the Orinoco, the
Parana is a good inland waterway.
In one respect South America is much better off than most of
the other continents, except Europe. It has practically no deserts.
Except for northern Chile most of her country enjoys a sufficient
amount of moisture, while the Amazon region and the whole of